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Basil Valentine, is as follows (taken from Roscoe and Schorlemmer's
Chemistry) : " Antimomum is a master in medicine, and from it, by
means of cream of tartar and salt, a king (regains) is made, steel-iron
being added to the spiessglas during fusion. Thus by an artifice a
wonderful star is obtained which the learned before my time have
termed the ' philosophical signet star.3 . . . Take good Hungarian
spiessglas, and with the same quantity of crude tartar and half as
much saltpetre rub these small and let them fuse well in a wind
furnace; afterwards pour out into a mould and allow to cool, when a
regulus is found/7
Basil Valentine was well acquainted with the starred surface of pure
metallic antimony, and remarked that the starred and the unstarred
antimony had exactly the same composition, and that the starred one
was due to the use of iron in its preparation; while, in opposition to
this idea, other chemists of the period traced the cause of the starred
one to the favourable conjunction of stars. He also knew that anti-
mony did not possess the full character of a metal, and for this
reason he called it lead of antimony. Furthermore, he noticed that
spiessglas contained sulphur, and he was acquainted with sulphur
auratum (a mixture of Sb2S3 and Sb2S5). He gave distinct recipes
for the preparation of antimony trichloride (butter of antimony),
powder of algaroth (basic chloride of antimony), antimony trioxide,
potassic antimoniate. In his time antimony was used for the pre-
paration of printers' type, mirrors, and bells, and was also used as
medicine.
The story of the accidental poisoning of certain monks by spiessglas
administered to them by someone who had observed that pigs could
be fattened if they were fed with a little spiessglas, thus originating
the word " anti-moine," * has been proved by Kopp to be without any
foundation, as Basil Valentine wrote his book in German; and hence
the story must have been invented by a Frenchman. It has been
suggested that the word "antimony" might be derived from "anti-
monos," meaning, opposed to solitude, as it was supposed that it
could only be found in combination with other elements in nature,
Paracelsus was the first one to use antimony as "a medicine to be
taken internally. His emetic was a solution of antimony in wine.
In the year 1564, not long after the death of Paracelsus, a work on
antimony by Louis de Launnay appeared. In 1566 the Parliament
forbade its use as medicine; but this law was, upon the decision of
the Faculty of Paris, repealed in 1650.
* The term " antimoiiium " is found in the writings of Oonstantin, a doctor,
who lived towards the end of the twelfth century, long before Basil Valentine.